Background on Velomobiles:

While “pedal cars” have been built since the beginning of the 20th century but there was no real commercial production of Velomobiles until the 1990’s.  At that time, manufacturers in the Netherlands and Germany offered designs for faster velomobiles providing the ability for cyclists to ride comfortably and quickly in all weather conditions.  The earlier models were produced in limited numbers some sold in the form of a kit to be assembled by the owner.   The kit reduced ownership costs and offered something that met the requirements in areas where cycling was already very popular.

Velomobiles are very efficient human powered vehicles but there is very little consumer awareness. Currently, there are less than ten manufacturers who have adapted bicycle technology to build each one by hand.  There is virtually no automation in the manufacturing process except for the bicycle components used.  As a result, the cost is in-line with that of used and some low-end cars. For most the price is too high for the average person; velomobiles are seen as an improvement over a bicycle or as alternative mode of transportation, not an option as the main mode.
	 Personal Transportation Price comparisons Average Quality

	Roller Blades
	$      200

	Bicycle
	$   1,200

	Canoe
	$   3,000

	Golf Carts
	$   5,000

	Motorcycle
	$ 10,000

	Velomobile
	$ 10,000

	Car
	$ 15,000


Current manufacturing output is estimated at approximately between 225 to 325 commercial units a year.  Velomobiel.nl is the largest producer at this time; their designs Mango, Quest and Strada have also been licensed to be manufactured by 3rd party.  To date their production has been 754 units since 2000, 127 last year.  It has been reported that Flevobike produced some 500 Alleweder;  Alligt reports on their website that they produced 250 Alleweder velomobiles many if not most Alleweder have been sold in kits to customer since the late 1980’s.  It was probably the first commercially successful velomobile.  It is also estimated that Feitser.be also produced some 125 WAW.  It is difficult to establish the total number of velomobiles produced as reliable information is not readily available; many manufacturers do not publish these numbers.  
	Major Velomobile Manufacturers

	Name
	Country
	Models in Production

	Velomobiel.nl 
	Netherlands
	Quest, Strada

	Beyss Leichtfahrzeuge 
	Germany
	Go-One Evolution, EVO-R, EVO-K

	Sinner
	Netherlands
	Mango*

	Milan Velomobil (Räderwerk GmbH)
	
	Milan Mk2, Milan SL

	Alligt Ligfeitsen
	Netherlands
	Alleweder A4, A6, A7, Sunrider, 

	Feitser.be
	Belgium
	WAW

	Cab-Bike GmbH 
	Germany
	Cab Bike

	Leitra.de
	Germany
	Leitra

	Trisled
	Australia
	Rotovelo

	BlueVelo
	Canada
	Quest*, Strada*, Team, Hornet

	Flevobike Technology
	Netherlands
	ORCA

	Greenspeed
	Australia
	Glyde

	Rainforest Designs
	Canada
	Aurora, Borealis

	VelomobileUSA
	USA
	Alleweder FAW+*



*Under license
Velomobiles have advantages and disadvantages when compared to other vehicles:

Compared to a bicycle, the velomobile is more visible, provides crash and weather protection and it is more comfortable, and has built in lighting and directional lights. Some velomobiles are much faster than bicycles because of their streamlined shells. Velomobiles are harder to transport than bicycles and are more expensive. They are also heavier than bikes thus somewhat slower climbing hills if it is not equipped with electric motor assistance and uses more room to park  
Compared to a car, the velomobile is significantly less expensive to own and operate, consumes no fossil fuels therefore they are also better for the environment and they provide the rider with exercise. 

In addition to the practical reasons for riding a velomobile, there is the intangible fact that they are a lot of fun. 
